
 

Culturally inclusive pedagogies are essential for creating 
equitable learning environments that respect and value the 
diverse backgrounds of all students, particularly those in 
special education.  

 

Integrating inclusive pedagogies with high leverage practices 
(HLPs) ensures that teaching strategies are not only effective but 
also culturally responsive. Here are several culturally inclusive 
pedagogies related to HLPs that can enhance educational 
experiences for special education students.​
​
Culturally Relevant Teaching: This pedagogy emphasizes the 
importance of connecting classroom content to the cultural 
experiences of students. By integrating students' cultural 
backgrounds into the curriculum, educators can make learning 
more relatable and engaging. For instance, when teaching 
literature, a teacher can select texts that reflect the diverse 
cultures of the students in the classroom, allowing them to see 
themselves represented in the material. This approach aligns with 
explicit instruction by providing clear connections between the 
curriculum and students' lives.​
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​
Funds of Knowledge: This approach recognizes the valuable 
knowledge and skills students bring from their homes and 
communities. Educators can leverage these "funds of 
knowledge" to inform their teaching practices. For example, 
when introducing a new concept, a teacher might encourage 
students to share their personal experiences or cultural practices 
related to the topic. This practice not only validates students' 
backgrounds but also fosters collaborative learning, as students 
learn from each other's experiences.​
​
Multimodal Learning: A culturally inclusive pedagogy that 
embraces various modes of learning—visual, auditory, 
kinesthetic, and interpersonal—ensures that all students can 
engage with the content in ways that resonate with them. For 
instance, a science lesson on ecosystems can be taught through 
videos, hands-on experiments, and group discussions. This 
approach ties into differentiated instruction by accommodating 
diverse learning preferences and abilities, making it easier for 
special education students to grasp complex concepts.​
​
Critical Pedagogy: This pedagogy encourages students to 
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question and challenge societal norms, injustices, and power 
dynamics. It promotes critical thinking and empowers students to 
become active participants in their education. Educators can 
integrate critical pedagogy by facilitating discussions on social 
justice themes relevant to students' lives and cultures. For 
instance, in a history lesson, students might analyze the impact 
of historical events on their communities. This practice aligns 
with formative assessment, as teachers can gauge students' 
understanding and adapt discussions to meet their needs.​
​
Scaffolding Cultural Connections: Scaffolding is a 
high-leverage practice that can be enhanced through cultural 
connections. Educators can provide support by connecting new 
information to students' prior knowledge and cultural contexts. 
For example, when teaching mathematical concepts, a teacher 
might use culturally relevant examples, such as traditional recipes 
or community practices, to illustrate real-world applications. This 
not only aids comprehension but also validates students' cultural 
experiences.​
​
Inclusive Curriculum Design: Designing a curriculum that 
reflects diverse perspectives is crucial for culturally inclusive 
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pedagogy. Educators should aim to include materials and 
resources that represent various cultures, histories, and 
viewpoints. For instance, incorporating multicultural literature and 
historical accounts from multiple perspectives can help students 
appreciate diversity and understand different cultural narratives. 
This aligns with HLPs by ensuring that all students see 
themselves in the curriculum.​
​
Community Engagement: Building partnerships with families 
and community members fosters a culturally inclusive 
environment. Educators can invite families to share their 
experiences, traditions, and knowledge in the classroom. This 
practice not only enriches the curriculum but also strengthens 
relationships between schools and communities. By engaging 
families, teachers can create a supportive network that 
advocates for special education students and their unique 
cultural needs.​
​
Culturally Responsive Assessment: Assessments should 
reflect students' cultural backgrounds and learning styles. 
Culturally responsive assessment practices might include 
allowing students to demonstrate their understanding through 
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projects, presentations, or creative expressions rather than 
traditional tests. This approach respects diverse ways of knowing 
and provides a more accurate representation of student learning, 
aligning with the principles of formative assessment.​
​
Summary: Incorporating culturally inclusive pedagogies into 
high-leverage practices is essential for creating equitable and 
effective learning environments for special education students. 
By recognizing and valuing the cultural backgrounds of students, 
educators can foster a sense of belonging and engagement that 
enhances academic success. These pedagogies not only 
support individual learning needs but also promote a more 
inclusive and socially aware classroom community.​
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