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2025-2026 Instructional Focus Tier | Instruction

Tier | instruction is a foundational component of the Multi-Tiered
System of Supports (MTSS) framework used in K-12 education. It
represents the first level of instruction provided to all students in
a classroom setting. The goal of Tier | instruction is to deliver
high-quality teaching that meets the diverse needs of all learners,
ensuring that each student has access to effective educational
practices. Understanding the essential elements and teaching
methods of Tier | instruction is crucial for educators and
non-educators alike.

1. High-Quality Curriculum: At the heart of Tier | instruction is a
robust and standards-aligned curriculum. This curriculum should
be designed to engage students and promote critical thinking,
problem-solving, and collaboration. It should also incorporate
diverse materials and resources that reflect the varied
backgrounds of students

2. Differentiated Instruction: Recognizing that students have
different learning styles, strengths, and challenges, Tier |
instruction should include differentiated practices. This means
tailoring lessons to meet individual student needs, whether
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through varied content, process, or product. For instance, a
teacher may provide advanced reading materials for gifted
students while offering additional support for those who struggle.

3. Ongoing Assessment and Feedback: Continuous assessment
is vital in Tier | instruction. Teachers should use formative
assessments—such as quizzes, observations, and class
discussions—to gauge student understanding and progress. This
data allows educators to provide immediate feedback and adjust
instruction as needed.

4. Inclusive Practices: Effective Tier | instruction must be
inclusive, catering to all students, including those with
disabilities, English language learners, and students from diverse
cultural backgrounds. Strategies may include using visuals,
cooperative learning groups, and culturally relevant examples to
engage every student.

5. Positive Classroom Environment: A supportive and positive
classroom atmosphere is essential for effective Tier | instruction.
Establishing clear expectations, promoting respect, and fostering
relationships can enhance student engagement and motivation.
A positive environment encourages students to take risks and
participate actively in their learning.
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Teaching Methods for Tier | Instruction

Direct Instruction: This method involves explicit teaching of
concepts and skills. Teachers provide clear explanations, model
problem-solving techniques, and guide students through practice
exercises. Direct instruction is effective for introducing new
material and ensuring that all students grasp foundational
concepts.

Collaborative Learning: Group work and peer collaboration are
integral to Tier | instruction. Collaborative learning allows
students to engage in discussions, share ideas, and learn from
one another. This method encourages social interaction and
helps students develop communication and teamwork skills.

Inquiry-Based Learning: Inquiry-based approaches promote
student curiosity and critical thinking. Teachers pose open-ended
questions and encourage students to explore topics through
research and investigation. This method fosters a deeper
understanding of content and encourages students to take
ownership of their learning.

Use of Technology: Incorporating technology in the classroom
can enhance Tier | instruction. Interactive tools, educational
software, and online resources can engage students and provide
personalized learning experiences. Technology can also facilitate
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differentiated instruction by allowing students to work at their
own pace.

Scaffolding: Scaffolding involves providing temporary support to
help students grasp complex concepts. Teachers can break
down tasks into manageable steps, offering guidance and
gradually removing support as students become more proficient.
This method builds student confidence and independence.

Summary: Tier | instruction is a crucial element of effective
teaching in K-12 classrooms. By focusing on high-quality
curriculum, differentiated instruction, ongoing assessment,
inclusivity, and a positive environment, educators can create an
engaging learning experience for all students. Utilizing various
teaching methods—such as direct instruction, collaborative
learning, inquiry-based learning, technology integration, and
scaffolding—ensures that every student receives the support
they need to succeed academically. Understanding these
elements and methods is essential for anyone interested in the
educational process, as they form the foundation for fostering
successful learning outcomes in diverse classrooms.



